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FORMOSA.
The Dreary March Into the Interiorof the Island.

The Famous Defence oi

the "Stone Gate."

UNDER THE BAI1YAN TREES.
5

Particulars Regarding the Expedition
to Boutan and Kuauknt.

Camp nbak Sialiao, June ft. is:4.
It if. I presume, understood that there are no

antbeatic maps or Poruiosa m existence. The
«ou:tiern peninsula in particular remains to this
a«JF »U tUI.lt "'«

those who have personally visited it. A few attemptshave been made to note down the prominentleatures of the country, ana even to indicate
the localities of «ouie of the villages occupied by
the different tribes, but these have only been par-
tially successful. As a matter of fact, not even |
the outlines ol the coast have ever been accurately
laid down. I have endea\orcd in previous letters
to explain some of the at(IIculties that lie in the
way of forming any acquaintance with the interior,and 1 am well aware of the hopelessness of
any effort at present to give a thoroughly correct
Idea of the positions of the aboriginal settlements
on the eastern coast and In the interior.
The expedition to Boutan and Kukusut began

on the 1st instant with the departure ol a body of
about 500 troops for Hongfcang, a settlement
some six miles to the north of our present post-
tion. The rain was still at its heaviest, and there
was very much doubt whether the full plan of
operations could te carried out. The current of
the swollen rivers was so violent that at the first
lord one of the Japanese was carried away and
drowned. The rest of the force reached Qongkang
in the afternoon without disaster. No en-
counter with the natives had been anuclt>atea,for the shore is occupied entirely
by the descendants o the Chinese colonists,
wholootupon the Japanese as their deliverers from
the oppressions and cruelties of the savages. The
head men ol Hongkang long ago came into camp
and urged the officers to make their place a base
of operations, as well as Siallao. Honkang, It
should be understood. Is totally independent of
China, the authority ol which empire extends
only us far south as Pong-It, some twenty-five
miles distant.

the stone gate.
Do.ring the night of the 1st the rain gradually

ceased, and the morning was as bright and clear
as any we have had: too bright and clear lor
comfort, ror the 6un blazed out with an Intensity
wntch seemed likely to make rapid compensation
for Its long Irregularities. Soon after dawn tne
second party of about 300 started eastward tor the
"Stone Gate," the scene o. the skirmish of May
22. The departure of their advancc guard, which
took place the alteruoon beiore, was marked by
auother fatal accident. A soldier was drowned In
almost the same place as tnat of the previous
day's mi-hap. This detachment reached Its first
point, at noon on the 2d, and remained there or In
the neighborhood ior a few hours.

tiie THIRD COLt'M.V,
cumbering 400 men, left the camD also on tne
morning of the 3d ana marched to the southwest,
towards t'hlksla. The general purpose of these
combined advances can easilv be seen by a glance
at t.ie plan of villages. The headquarters of tne
hostile tribes were known to be Bou'^an and Kosukut.A lew tributary settleineuts in their neighborhoodwore believe l to be held %j their men,
and it was tolerably well ascertained that the
norrhern roads as tar as Ninal weie in their possession.The duty assigned to the Hongkang force
under General Tani, was to proceed to Ninal, startingbefore sunrise on the 2d, and descend as rapidlyas possible to Bontan. The t.'biksta column,
under Admiral Aknmatou, was to move upon kusnkut.The central body, which was led by
General Saigo, was to pass over the difficult road
irom tlie '-Stone Gate" to either Kusnkut or Boutan,as might be desirable. Tills road, which Is in
fact nothing but the roughest kind of a mountain

pass, was known to be. not only full ol natural impediments,but also to have been artificially obstructedby the emmy.circumstances which
account for t"he greater length or time allowed tor
this torce to reach its destination.

A TKRRIBI.B TBAtfr.

For various reasons the foreign officers attached
to the expedition accompanied the list named detachment.They went, I believe, as spectators
only, with no design of sharing m ihe more active
proceedings that might ensue. I chose that route,

ness the scene of the conflict ol the 2*Jd of May,
which I had become familiar with from only one

ude. The march, from th^* outset, was such as I
aimost. shrink lrom even attempting to describe.
Before eight o'clock the sun was at its flerceat, and
the hard, stony paths were so heated that the
elow could literally he lelt through the soles of
thick shoes. Fortunately there were mauy streams
to be forded, and although they were not passed
without difficulty, being at lead twice tlicir ordinarydepth, they were gladly welcomed whenever
encountered. Indeed we should all have been
better pleaded to And more or them, for though
our clothes were of course drenched throuarh and
through at each passage, they were <iry ami srtff
belore we had lairly started on our way again.
This was partly owing o the utter absence of shelter.The greater part of the Liangfclao valley ia
destitute of trees, and It Is only on approaching
the mountains that a heaUhy vegetation is lound.

COSTUMES IN THE TROPIC'S.
C7UU1G Ml un UlCWVCrSU tIJU L <. .11111'Ufy 11ingtn a savage country has at least t;ie negative

advanta/e of permitting a very free disregard of
persona, appearance. After the first lew tulles,
the exterior aspect of any of the trio of observationwas -uch as would have exposed htin to pop-
ular derision, if not worae, In any trans-Pacific
community. I remember that on entering the village
of Sljakel, ana coming into the presence ol the
Genera.-ln-Chlef, for w hich meeting I had endeavoredto readjust myself in Borne slight degree, i
was humorously congratu.ated by that oncer on

being able to go to war in my night-dress. He
spoke but the tact. A suit ot Thin "pajamas " was
all I could possibly support. This, with a* s'raw
bat, an umbrella, and a pair of straw vandals I
take to be the proper uniform for a Journalist in
tho tropics. I had learned the valne of gandais
years before in Japan, but strangely enough lorcrot
my old experience, and trusted here to shoes, with
pitiable result*). The alternate swelling and
shrinking from soaking and sudden drying was intolerablypatninl, in audition to which the sharp
stones of the hills tore the leather Ui rags long beforethe journey was ended. The Japanese soldiers,
in excursions ol this kind, wear the ciose fitting
leg-oovering of their own country, from the knee
to the ankle, and put nothing ou their feet but
their thick soft sandals, extra pairs of which they
carry suspended irom their waists.

UNDER THK BANYAN THKEB.
As we drew near the circle of hills that marks

the limits of the valley the country began to
asbunii1 a more agreeable character.that Is, to the
eye alc ne. The long continued iains had freshened
the verdure, wnicn, moreover, is ol a richer ue-
velopment inland tiiau ou the coaaf. As we slowly
asoeuded we began to pax* by patches of whoie

omoshrubi>ery, and presents had opportunities
to pause and rent at distant intervals, under
banyan tree." of some magnitude. clusters of willowswere occu: lonally «een by the river Hide*; Cut
these reuela were infrequent, and as a rule the
lace of the country fiill maintained wiitu would
elsewhere be considered a« rugged barrenness.
The first hills that were really covered with trees
were those in tbe neighborhood of and jn«t ueyohd
the "Btone Oftte," where the rough and jagged
outlines of the scenery are somewhat softened uy
warmer colors than tUooc of daik rock uih gray
sand.

AWI&4STERN TUBBltftPTLAK.
We passed through tho gate about noon, rind.

1 now bavo bad the opportunity ol examining this
natural fortification from ail points, i feel compelledto refer once again to that engagement in
which the Japanese forced the Uouuns from their
ohoeen position, and destroyed at a single blow all
their hopes of ever meeting them with success. I
have heretofore spoken too moderately of tbe spirit
tn4 oowmm OiSittftMd w» umh occasion. Hwihav-

*EW YOR
lug vn the commencement of the work, ana not
knowing Hi urouud which the enemy occupied, 1
could uot rightly estimate the difficulties to be
overcome or the resolution required to surmount
theiu. I uiii now persuaded that the taking of the
.stone iiate" by our handiul ot men.mere were

not uioro man iorty actually employed, although
about one hundred and seventy-tlve were near at
iiaud.even against its uunkilieddefenders, wan an
ai't of gallantry which any soldiers in the world
might justly be proud of. The situation held by
tiie Boutana appears as nearly impregnable as any
stronghold possibly can be. The sides of the
Stone Gate" are two rocky acclivities whuh rise

at sharp anulee, and oltcn perpendicularly, to a
height of about Ave hundred leet on one aide aud
lour hundred and tlity ou the other. Twe distance
between them, at the base, la about thirty feet,
which is entirely tilled by a rapid stream that
dashes In loam over rough rocks uirough the
greater leogtn ot the pass, and Is waut deep at lta
only lordable point. Kxcept under pressure of

THK MOST 1IBSI KKATK NECESSITY,
no one would ever dream of attempting to scale
these heights; aud in fact no earthly power could
accomplish such a task If any attempt, however
1-eble, were made to defend them, ihe crag of
the right hand pillar is topped bv sharp >pires, not
unlike the needles'' 01 the Chamoaul valley in
lorui, though of course much smaller, and cerJiiuuvas lorbiddlng in their defiance to Intruders,
lut over this barrier a score ol Japanese marines

did actually nass, with a view o( assailing the sav-
ages trom above. Iietore the action really besran,
a lew .shots were fired at the advancing line irom
a riidH tot 1 itleation that had been tin own ut> lust
witniu the right side oi the gate.that if, to the
left of the besieugrs. Whether tats was Intended
ouly as an outp< st or not I cannot say, out it was
hurriedly abandoned on the approach 01 three of
the unattached volunteers oi whom I have spoken,
wtio took possession ot It and remaned mere
fur Home time, quite unconscious that the enemy
wore Iytug concealed behind rocks and trees
within a lew yards of them. It did not suit the
purpuses ol the Uouians 10 destroy (MM, which
they imvht easily have done, their plan being to
tie in wait for a greater number or victims. In
course of time some twenty-five other Japanese
came iuto the pass, carelessly and without preeau-
tion, as is their injudicious custom, and began
looking about lor the ford. When they were all
exposed, and for the moment delenceless, they
were tired upon irom a distance oi certainly not
more than lorty leet, and In some cases less. By
this first discharge two or three of the Japanese
were killed and more uian half of them were
wounded. They immediately sought such concealmentas they could find among the rocks which are

«CATT»KK1> OVBR TUB BKI> OV THK R1VKR.
The H4«utans held a tolerably regular line of
boulder*, which creates a sort of fall or rapid, just
above the ford, and thus, for several minutes, the
opposing forces atlenuy ronironted each other. In
previous reports I have overstated the numbers
eiigaued, not only on our side, but also on that of
the enemy. Everybody knows tho difficulty of
reconciling conflicting statements as to the size of
armed bodies, even in so slight a matter as a
mountain skirmish; but so far as 1 can
now discover, Irom natives and others,
there were realty abont seventy savages
present. Of course, the strength of their
position gave them advantage* equivalent to
an infinitely greater (superiority oi numoers.
After the lew inactive moments ot which 1 have
spokeu othar Japanese began to enter the pass
and establish themselves, and at the same time
some of ttte wouiHed endeavored to retire. This
was the signal for a second discharge from tho
Uout.iiis. but in rising to fire they partially uncoveredtheir bodies, which was at once taken advantage01 by the Japanese, who threw in an
effective volley, under cover of which some of
them succeeded in shifting their position to
points

A LITTLE HEARBR THB KNKHV.
This manoeuvre was several times repeated, a

soldier rising purposely, in case of need, to draw
tiic tire ol" the defenders. By these means all tho
Japanese gradually worked themselves closer, but
ttie progress was so slow and the number oi th«
wouuded increased to such an extent that the
onieer in command, Colonel Sakuma, ordered the
bugles to sound a recall. Nobody could muconstrue
such a command, coming from Sakuma, his reputationlor biavery in action having been long ago
established; but as the greatest of English sailors
was once blind to a signal lor retreat, so these
ardeut pioneers were deaf to this unwelcome
s'.rain. Not to put too tine a point upon
it. 1 snppose I must admit that they disobeyedoraers; but 1 have not heard that
anybody has since greatly blamed them lor
it. 1 afterwards hearu one of these contumacious
warriors, when called upon to give his reason lor
not returning, say that it would have been more
dangerous to go back than to advance, and that
mere prurience would have kept him where he
was. lie was reminded, however, that ne had
been seen to leave his place, rejoin the main body,
ami inen return to tae fighting ground; to whion
he answered, with some embarrassment, that it
was true: but ne had been compelled to do as be
did. ms he had a wounded comrade, who had been
shot, just beside lum, In trie arm and the stomach,
to assist to the rear.

DISLODUCNG THE SAVAQE8.
Thus irregularly, and witu no directions except

those suggested lo t heir own minus by the parti-
cipatorn. tue eontort went on lor nearly an nour,
the ItptatU steadily, tnougn very slowly, gettiDg
nearer their oppoueuts. It might be supposed
tliut. a suddeu runn would tiave pat an end to the
busiuess, as, indeed, it would have done on ury
laud hi anything like a lair field. But here the
soldiers were up to their waists in a stream, the
current or whlcn was so powerful that Uiev could
only with great effort force their way against it.
The best and ou.v thing they could do was to
watch their opportunity and creep from
behind one roc* to another. At length
Colonel Sakuma conceived the idea that
a smau ixxiy of rnlemen mtgut ascend toe cliff to
his leit and ussint in disiouging the savages by
fl nng upun theui irom that commanding uelght.
Aboat twenty marines started upon this errand,
aud, alter a severe struggle, reached the summit,
by this nine tue iioutans were closely pressed
from below. «otue of the attacXUitr party had
approached so near tnem that their boulders no
longer afforded them a secure protection. One or
two had already turned and fled when the marines
appeared over their heads. That sight decided
the matter. They broke In a body and made for
the river banks, .eaving sixteen of t.helr number
dead behind them. 01 those who escaped fourteen
were mortaliv wounaed, among toeui the leader oi
tin: Boatan tribe. OI tlif number of less severely
wounued we have never had any account. Our
own casualties were six killed and'thlrty wounded,
ull of the latter oi whom will recover, including
one whose case was at Hist considered desperate.

THE WEMt OK TUB VICTORY.
Sued was the iraiiant Itttle skirmish of "Stone

Gate," a complete understandingot the difficulties
ol which cannot be conveyea by words. The place
will presently be photographed and 1 hope that a
clearer idea of Its massive streugth may In due
time be tons imparted, 'itint it was a brilliant aflairlor the Japanese la doubly lortunaie, lor they
are not like.y to bin other opportunities ol distinuuisinngthemselves. The savages were taught
enough in tuat stuglo lesson to keep tnem irom -ftempticgto squarely couiront taetr conquerors In
future*

FORWAKD, OVP.K ALL OBSTACLES.
Dm ytirtlfIT oftM *tone Gate" was not withoutits hardships, even when no enemy was at

hand to dispute tue way. Tne ford was now somewhathazardous, aa<i a number of men had lost
their loothoid while attempting to cross and had
been swept uown stream, happily, without serious
consequences. This had happened before our ar-
rival, aud 1 was, there tore, surprised to sec num-
bers ot officers clamoring over an improvised
path among the rocks ol the left side 01 the gate,
or tne right, as we faced up stream, ft seemed the
correct thing to do, and I, therefore, (allowed, as
OltM on BMUU aud UMM 00 fMtj but discovered,after haviug gone half way, that tt was
certainly impraciicabie lor me. So i returned,
waded the river at one point and pushed up to the
recrossinir ford. 1 had worked myseli balf way
over aud was tilled with sell-congratulation, when
my mieiiuou am aticu uj a niunuuii ictru*

gresalve movement on the part of toe
aidu, wmcb I paused to contemplate from

1TY IIAJ-K SUBMKHUBD STANDPOINT.
Presently tne Gcneral-ln-Clncf descended the

bin wtiich he had Just climbed and gave rapid
oiders, in consequence 01 which "coolies" came
out, like skirmishers. Into the river, and an officer
or i lie yuartermastcr'B department, wearing notft-
iu« but a most benevolent smile, planted himself
in what appeared to me a uselessly uncomfortable
and exposed position in the midst of the current.
Tiie whole proceeding was utterly oMcure, but I
saw my-ell beckoned, and recognized the iiudomI*
htllty oi waning to investigate It. So I moved lor-
wanl ;iml in t.hren Hindi's Innnd mvrtC'f in wntrr
no deep una ho rapid tuat uo strength of mine
couid stem tt lor an luatant. Before ihud time to
think I was In the arms of a stalwart "coolie,"
who straightway passed me on to anotber, and ho
following until the master of transportation
ai i&ni luted me to arm ground. Toen 1 became
aware that the operation in question was one in
winch I was cnieOjr concerned.that ail tbia
strategic disposition of interOuvial pickets was

Tt) FltKSKRVK MB FROM DISCOMFORT,
and that the coimnanuer uf our lorces had ironc
(ar om of bis way to personally superintend tne
rescue ol a stranger, who had no conceivable
claim upon his attention. The incident is almost
too slight to oc worth narrating, but I cannot look
upon anything as altogether trifling that beips to
illustrate the thoughtful kindliness of theau iuIstincrtvcly warm-beurted people.

a mattkr of vknukancb.
Beyond "Stone Gate'' the course ol tbe rtver,

which I take to be that whiob empties Into LutngIkiao Bay north of sialiao, ruus for ueariy a mile
through a narrow piain. Our road carried us over
about bail that distance, alter which we turned to
the left and began an abrupt ascent, in the level
space below we bad passed tnrough several desertedvillages, belonging not to the savages,
whose territory is farther inland, but to half
castes or to people of Chinese descent. In one of
tusae a remarkable discovery was made, nothingless tnan the actual graves of tbe
very J.inkjnahs whose murder the Japanese are
here r.o avenge. It struck me as a most surprisingcoincidence that bere, upon the tbreshhoid of
the entrance to the Boutan country, the troops
rihouid be tnua strikingly reminded or the cause
of their coming. It wan a circumstance so totally
outside of all expectation that it seemed Inc rttlitile.Tbe Melako islanders had been cast ashore
upon the opposite coast, »if or seven miles uwav
rfffdnectflU and probably twice as many by the
mountain paths. But the inscriptions, which
were explicit, lelt no doubt upon tbe subject, and
abundant con Urination was obtained by subsequentinquiries.

TUB KXPI.ANATION OF THR MTSTKRT,
If tbe Intelligence which I can ifet from tbe Liangklaopeople be trustworthy, is that tbe wrecked
party, on falling tuto tbe bauds of tbe Boutaoa.

K HERALD. WEDNESDAY.
were mistuken for Chinese. and were brought
across tno peninsula 10 tbe nearest Chinese speax-
Hisr Inhabitant*. uot iroin motives 01 uuuiauity.
but in tho hope or getting a reward; that the
Chinaman (ltd t<ot recognize the castaway*
and reiused 10 ransom them: that they were then
told that unless they paid $100 the sailors should
be tilled on the spot, to which they 1
answered that they did not care, and, according
to one story, were read* to assist tu the slaughter.
It 1* even mated by some that they did join in the
wholesale work ot destruction. It Is impossible to
nay t<> what extent these reports may be trusted,
bu; they »re not tu themselves unreasonable and
the uudoubted .'act that the remains ot the mur- .
dered men are on tne spot lu question give* a eer- 1
tain weight to them.

ON TUB MARCO.
At three o'clock in the aiternoon the laborious

mountain climbing began. We had lorded a dozen
or more streams before we came to a ledge ot rock,
which had u> be scaled in genuine Alpine fashion.
to walk up it would have been as impossible as to T
dance a landago on a mansard roof.and wnich
marked the entrance to the real Uoatan and
Knsuknt possessions. 1 do not know tbat any purposecould be served by describing in detail the
latiKue* of the successive ascents. An idea ot their
general character muy be taken from the fact that 0I
a steady upward march oi lour hours.that Is, untilsundown.carried as only three tulles. At five 1)4
o'clock we passed over a lofty ndire, overlooking a is
deep valley, on the other side of which puffs of ctsmnfce were seen rising, volleys of musketry being
beard at the same time. 01

.. dt

A PATHETIC PICTUBE. u'

m

The Sorrow* ot Poor Voting Man.The ^Three Orphan* on the Steamer Mary ((
Powell.In Randall's bland a City
Charity I g
On Saturday afternoon the steamer Mary Powell rc

sailed from the Toot of Vestry Btreet at the usual
hour. Her spacious decks and luxurious cabins

,t.
were crowded with the well dressed throngs es- tj
caplng from the hot city to West Point, Cornwall ,
and other pleasant summer refuges in the High- pa
lands or the Hudson River. As the nobis steamer aI
glided by the Palisades and the passengers were a
settled comrortably on the decks and in the hoi- V)
lows of the luxurious lounges, there was w
a murmur like a musical chorus, and a a.
bubble or laughter from the hundreds of n,
pleasure seekers on board that made one 0|
forget utilitarian New York and connect C(
the scene with picturesque groups on a Rhine
boat or the lazy crowds wltn colored robes that in
might be gathered on a Sultan's yacht skimming tl
over the blue waters of the Bospuorus. Walters w
were hurrying here and there, children were romp- b<
ing under the awnings with babblings like fie K
notes or unknown birds, while bounttral nature p
herself was bathed In the glory of the summer sun- si
light and scarcely a shadow clouded her lair T
bosom. The turrets and gaoies of many a pic- T
turesque villa uprose from the terraced lawns on si
trie eastern sbore of the storied stream, and from g
inauy a crag upon the heights the waving of an si

American flag was the only sign that an American a

home was peacefully shrined upon an eyrie along- p
side 01 the eagle's nest. T
On the lower decks of tbe Powell, however, ti

among the frelghtmen and the loungers, there *

waa a patneuc picture. wear a great con 01 me ).
steamer's rope a man sat desocndent. He seemed u

not to enjoy the glorious sty nor the balmy air; ®
the laughter oi the moving groups did not till his .
heart with the echoes of their mnslc. Bis face u

was buried In his hands, and through toe Angers t(

slowly trickled tears. It was a plteouB picture [t
right in the race of Joyous mtrlh, and it needed
out a pause for the gay crowd to perceive the ,
cause of his distress. But men look upward when
they want to laugh, and hut few Idle men or ''
women gazed downward on that pron« muii who fwatched.what ? Only three sleeping baDies. l<

"Ouiy that and nothing more." A man with a 11
bearc more tender (ban the rest stopped a ino- u<

meot and looked upou the picture. Was P'
it a Iranrttilont annpiil tin hmnun arm. ®

pathy? Was u one of ttie many devious ^plans by which unworthy beggars move tho ~

sympathies ot the charitable? No, there wad some- "

thing gaunt and despairing in the man's mce and 'L
mleu. That those were his children wus evidenced J;by the almost womanly care with which he covered !c
the unconscious ones with his tattered co.it and 0

kept the hot snnahlne irom their laces. He made cl
no appeals. The man was alone on that cvowde I
boat, race to face with his sorrow and despair, auj
to r.im the sceuery and champagne air, the merry 8

laughter and toe music or happy homan voices £
were heard as in a dream. The sympathetic *

stranger addressed the man. He looked up and "

replied without appeal, without Interest. He said
be was a stone mason, out or work, poor, hope-
less. Yes, these were his three children. Tom, n

there, was almost big enough to work; Mac- n

gle, she was seven, <<nd Mary almost live. s

They were worn ouf, poor things, aud he, ftheir rather, was almost worn out, too. ''

God help 'em. Where were they going!" 1

Well, up the river.somewhere, anvwhete, to get ®

awav from the cold town out into the green lit Ms, "

where he could earn enough to keep breath in tho
children's bodies. Was the mother dead f Of
course she was, or what would he De doing with "

the pour darlings away from her? Had he ever 11
tried to get the children plated in Bome of tho Tl

charitable institutions in New York, so that he 0

might Ik> tree ot their care and better able to work ''

for their sniport f Certainly lie had. He had z
tried Randall's lsiand tor lnstnnce.a pretty place P
that, where they first degraded a man, and Udd 1
the threat over his children tnat if he did not n

promptly pay his |8 or $9 a month to the C'ommia- c
sioners that they would "larm'- 'em (the
Uilliuicu; uuu A ! Mi ma tuuuivu

out.<»od bless emi he would die with \
them ou the President's highway, struggling to L
beg, to work for 'em, or to die with tbem, before }they should be "farmed" out. What wus his "
uamet Why Thomas Cronm, and not ..shamed 01 °

it either.an honest worklngman, who had trial "
to do las best to take care of the little ones, au.l \ v
here tney were at last.poor little devils.lOf no 0

fault of theirs, with no food In thtlr stomachs anil 8

uo shelter belonging to them but his ragged (rlcoat. I J1It need not be told how the simple story wont to 0
the heart of the stranger; how his sympathetic J?
nature was aroused and the poor fellow was made "
glad for the little orphaned walls, nor how his J1example was followed qnlckly by a score of men 1
with hearts in their bosoms, who only needed an 11

example to teach tbem that charity is greater
thau all the virtues. Here is a chance for some
Catholic institution to do practical good lor more
than a generation. j,

BmiKE AT STL. MRGITBITE. \
Recent Interview with a Visitor.His j
Companion* In Prlaon.Preference for o

Italy m a Plaee of Residence.
An Italian gentleman visited Marshal Razainc in t

his prison at Ste. Marguerite on the lSth of last b

month (July), and had a long Interview with the '

captive. He communicated to the ttrseveraiiza. )
of Milan some particulars of the conversation 1

that took nlace which dosscss considerable interest
In view of recent circumstances. The writer
states that the captivity of the Marshal was
shared by Madame, their three sons, aged respectivelythreo, five and seven, Colonel Vallette, who
refused to abandon his general, and two servants,
none of whom were allowed to pass beyond the
narrow strip of garden facing the bnilaing. The
Marshal, oy as he was called M. Bazuine, made
Inquiries of his visitor as to the progress of the
Italian army and the improvements being made
in It. He asked tor General Delia Marmora and
other generals whom he had Known In Italy, and
stated that if his lot underwent any change he \
should settle with his family la tnat country. He I
described himself as s

> a ar aw.r.fi kt

bnt manifested no bitterness toward his Judges c
or the French government, regarding Himself as v

the victim oi untoward circumstances. Be spent 6
lils time in reading and writing on the events in
which ne was an active participant and walking
wltn the faithful Vallette. His letters, books and
newspapers were Inspected by the Governor of the
prison, which contains no kitchen, and his meals,
thereiore, were supplied from the canteen tl:e '
same as for the other officials. He has received
very kind letters from the Pope, the ex-yueen of
spam and irom leading Bonaparr.lsts. luclndlng
tne Kinpress Kugtfnle. Considering that Mme. v
Basalne has stated that she with a relative are p
alone responsible for ner husband's escape, and
thai, according to the Italian writer, she was sub- 1
Jfcted to the samo restrictions, wnile In the e
prison, as the Marshal, the matter wears a strange q
aspect. Governor March!, the Governor of Hte.
Marguerite, charges Colonel Vallette with being
the chief ageut in tne matter, but it remains lor *
an official investigation to get at thu trnth. f
Har.aine's expression of pre.'erence of Italy for a
permanent residence was made very probably to
please his visitor.

THE FUNEBAL OF OFFICER M'QEATH.
The Interment of tlio late Officer Edward

McGrath, of the Flxth precinct, took piacc at one
o'clock yesterday from Ills sister's residence, No.
liOl Mulberry street. It will be remembered that
the deceas ed came to his death by a brave attfnipt to save the llle of a young lady with whom
he was bathing at coney Is and on Saturday last.
A splendid rosewood casket, coverel by a pall, enclos'edthe remains. His late comradcs of the
Mxth precinct wrought rich and oeautiiul floral
offerings. Soon alter one o'clock Captain Ken-
neiiy, Mcompanied by fifty men in iinnorin
belonging to the Sixth precinct, lormed in
iront of the house and inarched to tne
ciiurch. Divine Rervice was condnoted bv tlio
Kev. katlver yuinn, V. Q. assisted by Father
McNamee. Alter service the remains were car;ried to Calvary Cemetery and interred. There
were delegates present Id tne churcU from uearly

I everv nolice precinct la the oi Ul i
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HAWAII.
he New Ministry Acting as a Wholesome

Check Upon the Assembly.

'he Proposed Reciprocity Treaty
with the United States.

HE FDJANCE8 OF THE ISLARIS.

Honolulu, July 29, 1874.
The topic of the past month has been the state
the country, ami upon tlita subject there has

ten a strange diversity of opinion. The oian who
involved sees everything In the iaat stage of uety,but thla is uot so strange.it Is Hie old story
the Jaundiced eye. The comparatively well-to)are also decrying everything, predicting ruin

iless something Is done, an 1 'he thing to be done
rwn oun anrrwfc* nn n Tint onvPi'nniPtit <*ntnAfl

lor a (air share of abuso because tt tall!) to mitlesomething, just what no one seems to know,
le credit 01 the government being Hound, the
anters want It to borrow money and loan to
lem at low rates of interest, for they cannot boriwjust now at any rate.
A grand foreign loan scheme has been htt upon
; the panacea for a!l the ills of the inulvldnal and
le public generally. This loan Idea has rallied
Hie a respectable following, or perhaps I should
if, had until the "hard up" captured the scheme
id so iramed the bill lor the Assembly that It was
veritable Omnibus Bill; every one was to be proJedlor but the takers of the loan; paper money
aa to be "shoved" upon the community and the
islstance ol future Assemblies was rendered unfcersaryby a provision that a ommtttee of five
r six persons were to manage the finances of the
juntry.

THE CON9BRVATIVB ELEMENT
the Assembly managed by amendments to put

le bill Into better shape by striking out the paper
ioney leature and providing that the loan shal
s paid In coin as well as the Interest; that the
ing and Privy Council shall decide us to the dlsostiiouol the lund, rate or Interest at which it
tall be loaned, and all else touching the matter,
he well-to-do are not yer satisfied with the bill,
lie thought of having tlie government in possesionof a million dollars to loan to planters,
raziers, or, la last, to any one who can give
jcurities to the satlsiaction of the Privy Council,
t lower than marked rates or interest, is not a

leasaut oue to lenders and plantation agents,
he cry is that "rings" will bo formed by which all
"actable citizens will be drawn toward the govrmnent,and that together tney will be able to
eeze out the factious and turbulent. The cooler
eaded ano more lar-seeing in the community do
ot lear the lea=<t disturbance in financial matters,
hey sav that the govern ment will not be able to
>an money at a uy better rates than the Uaufc or
lous.veil men generally on good securities, and
pon other than good securities no one can afford
> loan ut any rate, and that 11 the government Is
leased to take up the chaff the evil will soon euro
sell by bringing government to a standstill.

T11K NEW GOVERNMENT LOCAL BILL.
The nill to raise a loan and to dispose of It for
3e (rood or the country as it now stands having
assed its sccond reading, provides lor borrowing
i,ooo,<> o in seven anu tnre<»-teutns per cent investper year lor ton or twenty years, and to use
in promoting immigration, lnterlsland steam

nviuation, a warehouse system, loans upon island
roduce and public improvements generally. The
attves opposed to King Kalakana.called the
leenltes, on account 01 their adherence to the
owager ijueen Emma.do not like the bill, IojIcis»qi un it as an attempt to rush the country into
.reigu coinolicatlons, to the end that annexation
) the United States or some other country will
Uow. They have sent a petition to the Asserniv,praylug that the bill be rejected and threatii'injCa not In case it passes.

thk national debt.
The present debt or tue country is $355,000, not
lar<je one, when we consiuer the assets of the
overnment. The water works, esplanade and
iiarves w ould wipe it out and leave a handsome
largm. Ii the expenses oi the government can
e kept within the revenue receipts there is but
ttie dancer ol an increase oi debt. Tiie Assemlycoinniencud to be economical, but natives do
ot understand economy, and the resrraint was
oou broken through, and ut the close of Uie seaionwe llnd them appropriating money most
ivishlv- The Ministry arc not boun l to spend all
he Assembly votes, however, and the next report
f the .Minister of PtQUMM will pvoiuuiv report
act quite an amount or "unexpended balances."

thk products ok tlik islands.
The report or the Collector Geuoral of Customs
n the exports ol the Kingdom is very eucouraglg.8uju'ar is g*inlntf gruun steadi'y as to qnaniry;but the pri''e obuined is loo small to think
i with period equanimity. The lint six niunths
i 1S74 show a aam over the same term of i»73 of
,113,445 pounds sugar, 04,156 pounds paddy, 7,322
oat skiiis, s.!4'< oldes, pouu^s tallow and
7,sua pounds wool. Small ttgures norhaps to the
los-t ol your reaucrs, but quite pleasant lor our
oncemplation.

A TREATY WITn TIIB UNITED, STATES.
The question of a treaty or reciiJioctty with the
'nu'-l ^utes a i.n eing mooieti. Some oi the
laliiornia papers, notably tho Alta California and
he HuUetin of San 1 ranciseo seem to have remti.iiid taik quite reasonably of helping tu to
btain the t>oon. A bill lias passed tho Assembly
Mended to authorize the Kin,' ana Ms Ministers
o effect such a treaty whenever the opportunity
iters, without reference to the Legislative Asembly.A provision ol our consul ution makes it
icces^ary mat any treaty aiiecting the tariff Btiall
e passed upon by the Assembly be tore it can be
indluir. The anxiety to Have st^li a treaty was
o great thar. a majority ot the AssnTubl.ymen voted
or the bill, although warned that it coniiicted
nth the constitution. The Advertiser says that
he vote on the bill will not tail "to cxerclse a
aoral cffect." Upon which country is not stated.

About the la.it, ru.y 01 hope that the Queenitcs
lung to.ii.iu: iy, that the Queen of England would
Qterfere in t.r;h.Jf of tinur candidate, has been
udeiy dispell.:'! i>y the publication of Queen Vlcorla'sletter of con:rratuia!;on to His Majesty Klny
Lalakana. The tardy receipt of this letter was a
ourco 01 much comfort to the opponents oi the
Linrf, without which rhcy are rendered despairing,
turnorcd threats of another riot circulate about
>uce a fnouih. t Die co.mnon.iy is rx-c?,unnt; sti
amiliur with the threat tiiat it Is treated quite
lontemptuoiwly. Ho lar as the general uubiic is
:onceru«-d ttii presenceol the DDltedBtaMitMifr
hip Benicia may have something to do with tlie
eeiing 01 security. 80 far us Queen Emma is conernedIt is genenilly believed that she is living a
lie oi quiet und dignlUed reilremetu, helping to
mrse uer estates into a healthier condition.

NAVAL NKW'ti.
Of ships of war we have u comfortable componentnow In our harbor, f'ruin seniority of urlvalI note lirst the liuted States ship Benlcia,

ir.w nonrlv mnr months In nnrt. Ilfr Itr 1.1mti
iajcstjr'H ship ('araeieon. Ua!»talu Kennedy, arrivedon the lath mst. iroia C.iil.io. on the same
lay His Imperial kusMan Majesty's ship HayIsmack.Captain lirtoff, arrived from Valparaiso,
fie ships nve a buslnes: -like look to the hurbor.

is they arc busiiy r"t]ttinff. 'i lie crew spend Mieii
noney as Jack proverbially does, seemingly auxousto be nd ol it.

nmmvr imnos op nis majesty.
Ttic captains and oUlcer* havingfcad un audience

vlth his Majesty, una the ice being broken, there
s a very plcasoiiunterchange 01 civilities between
hip and shore.
we hear minors that the British line or steamers,

nnnectiug the Australi; n and New Zealand ports
vttfi San Fran Cisco, is to lie discontinued, but
lope that they will not prove t;ue.

THE LATEST WONDEH.

lunlc by F,lM'trl«'lly-An Unpleasant
Blast.\e\»* for flic ISandsmrn.

The present century is without a parallel in th<
world's history In me rapid and substantia
rrowth of scientific knowledge, and the numerous
radical applications made for the material ben
fit of mankind in almost ever; department ot the
,rts and sciences.
Inventors have been busy training the powcrfu

irms, the dett fingers and the tireless nerve of tin
orces of nature to perform the tasks which oni
athers could only accomplish by slow, manna
abor, by tedious and wearisome exertion or b]
lowly acquired skill. Ilut amid the general prog
ess made In almost every branch of mechanic!
ind art the want, long fell, for some Invention t<
acllltato the production ol music has remalnci
infilled.
In a sister fine art, ph<4o»raphy has shown ho\i

eadlly and skillfully light can draw, excelling
iven the best trained pencil in the perfect accu

acy and mlante periection of its work, and tin
dea has long been entertained by scientists tha
here might probably also be some natural a«en
tdapted to lighten the labois of the musician, am

perform lor turn the more Irksome part of his pro
e-Hton, the manual execution, as distinguish**
'rom the composing and arranging 01 musics

impositions. Your correspomient has Jtm ha<
the pleasure of witnessing the successful applies
lion ol electricity to this puipose. Tuv idea of th

PLE SHEET.
. ,

*-

Inventors, Messrs. Pchmoele, ot 11ill*44v,n,1,a' '
not ouly to play uy electricity, but also jibis agent to

RKAD THE VEKY NOTES h
from tde printed sheat; and this tboy have not1*
only Bucceeeod in accomplishing, but have demon- J
strated its entire feasibility and practical working
In tne pioneer insirumoat, which 1 have Inspected
and to whose performance I have listened.

TUB MUSIC
Is printed on sheets or rolls of paper by the processwhich printers use for illuminated work, the J
notes, instead of being in ink, appearing in gilt
marks, such as are frequently seen in fancy tarda,
circulars, Ac. Being metal, these notes ure conductors,and are distinguished by the electric currentfrom the paper, which is a non-conductor, J
and are thus read off with the certainty and
rapidity which characterize tbe movements or this
most subtle and dexterous force.

Till BKAD1NO APPAUATl'S
consists of diminutive metallic fingers. Fet r'.osoly
together, so as to occupy little space. TUe music
Bheet moves gently under these lingers, olectric
connection being made as the gilt notes pass
them.
A series of wires connect the reading appnratns

with the per ormltig parts, anu thus the different
notes on the music sheet arc telegraphed to the

A most surprising part of the Invention 19 that
a small battery, of the size of a single half pint
table glass, Is suilloient to operate the whole instrument.
Tne pioneer instrument which I have seen consists,as far as now completod, or an orgau of four*

teen stops and a dram corps of a bass and a tenor
drum, cymbals, triangles and bells; the parts yet
to be fiulshea being the violin corps and the pianoforte.The finished parts represent the wind pieces
of nn orchestra from the horns to the Antes. Their
performance is extremely accurato and the time
well kept; their tone is very full, distinct and powerful.A point of special reomrfc Is the vigor of the
born music, so different lrom the drowsiness of
that class of instruments as Inserted in organs. In
Strauss' autograph waltzes, oue of the selections
which I heard played, these instruments were

brought out In the horn passages with specially
tine effect, braying with the vigor of a brass band.
The dram corps aiso was remarkably well hanidied, a most Interesting feature being the differ-

enco in the force of the blows, struck according as
the accent was desired to be loud or soft, this
was especially apparent In the cymbals, which *
collided at times with the fail vigor of a heavy
clash and attain were barely tipped together, the
gradations being represented to tne electricity by i
differences lu the shape of the notes upon the mu- ]
sic sheet.

In addition to the printed sheet mnslc the e'ec1tncliy, by an ingenious contrivance, may bo made j
to plav any piece prepared by lianu. Tina may be 1
dune by simply cutting holes in a sheet of paper,
where the notes should be, and placing a metallic
plate below the points of the Angers, 'lncse latter, I
when such holes pass under them, fall through J
and touch apon the plate, which answers the pur- ,
pose practically of the printed gilt notes. In this
manner any piece or music can bo easily prepared *
by hand, a facility of practical value to a musician, j
An organist, for Instance, could write out at his
leisure the muslo he wishes to play, studying the
effect of each passago aud altering and improving f
where desired, until he has produced a superb
composition, which, besides, need not be limited, (
as at present, to what can be performed by ten
Angers ana tne pedals, but can contain any numftfnntpa ,

The gilt or printed sheet music max produced
wtth all the facilities offered by tne press for Indefinitemultiplication. Ttils feature will bring
electricity into every parlor as the automatic per1former ofour household inasic. It saves not only
the expense, but the ume and the labor of
learning to play; It plays more varied
and better music than can be dono by
hand, and it Is ever ready, ever In
humor and untiring in its performance. When
persons can buy sheet music, which will play their
pianos for them at Bight and without their assistance,instead of requiring to oe studied out and .

played by patient and diligent practice, the value
01 electricity as a household musician will be fully
realized, and It will come to constitute one of
those luxuries which we cannot ao without.

Besides the automatic reader, the instrument is
also provided with a double bank keyboard ior
hand performance, so that it may bo used also for
playing in the usual way. This keyboard has no
mechanical connection with the instrument, but la
Bimply an electric attachment, bach key, on be-
ing depressed, makes an electric connection, and
a current is thereby transmitted to the proper
magnet on the instrument. Were there nothing
else than this keyboard, and were tho employment
of electricity limited to tne organ alone, instead of
being adapted, as it really is, to the wuole range
of musical instruments, the advantages of the
electrical over the mechanical action are so maul-
lold and radical that Uicy would compel its adoplionin all One instruments.

ill IUC IllDb tuc I'UUbJl 10 UKIIb, « OU^OIU.
The perionner dous no* have to open tlie valves
01 his instrument against the wind pressure and
tbe pallet springs by the lorce of muacuiar effort.
lie simply has to depress the Keys until he makeu
au electric contact, the rest he leaven to the elec|trlclty. No matter what the size of tbe mstru:ment, no matter how great the wind pressure nor
bow many keyboards and octaves and super oc;taves are couplea together nor how many stops
are drawn, the repbHauce on the keys does not mlcrease a leather's weight. The lull peal of the
must powerlul instrument may bo drawn by the
gentle pressure ol a lady's hand.
Again, there is an almost unlimited power of

coupling which simply involves a contact of wires.
Sot a Key niuvesexcept those directly played upon,
and yet organ may be coupled to organ and octavo
to octave as many us may be desired.
The keyboard can be placed at any distance from

the Instrument, which is a point ol advantage to
the performer, us H enables him to Judge the betteroi the stvle and effect ol his own playing. Ber
sides this, the separation 01 the keyboard irom
the instrument itself would enable the latter
ro bo placed in such position in a building as will
best conform to the architectural design and the
laws 01 resonance, while tbe performor can havo
Ills desk situated In any convenient place, as, lor
Instance, facing the congregation in a church or
among the musicians in a concert room or theatre.
The drawatops can be worked at pleasure without
taking the hands irom the Keyboard. This is done
by means of a pedal which cau call out or in any
or all the stops at the pleasure of the player. The
particular stop or stops desired are indicated to
the electricity by taps of the foot, differing for
each stop and easily learned, so that the player
has complete control ol the instrument and can
be changing his stops continually during the perilormanoe without Interrupting the music in the
le.VM. i mis putim jtiso ari as u rem anun nj
calling out'stop after stop in succession, In the
order ol their loudness and Jast as slowly, or oh
rapidly us the player inay Indicate, and it can tarn
tnern off In trie sumo way as signalled by the inove
menu* of the loot. This pedal gives the player tne
most unlimited control over the Instrument.

finally, that great desideratum ever herotofore
totally unattainable in the organ.namely, accent,
can tw obtained by electricity. The player, by a
light pressure upon the keys, obtains a light and
poit tone, by a firmer touch the tone correspondinglyincreases In strength, until under his heaviestpressure, the music cornea out with powerful
lOl'CU.
He can also accent any individual note In a

chord, without affecting the others, by simply
pressing harder on the desired key. In this way
tlie air, the tenor or any other portion of the com[position, may be made prominent at pleasure
ubove the other parts, as In an orchestra and the
music entirely loses tnat^sameness of tone which
is characteristic of the uuacccutlug or mockanlcal
organ.
These great and radical advantages of the elec>trie keyboard would alone be sufficient to cause its

universal adoption, even were tbey unaccompanied
bv the music reading powers of electricity.
The history of this invention affords another

sinking exaiupie oi wuai perseverance, accomipanled by well directed an<l Intelligent effort, can
accomplish. A glance at tho instrument displays
at once not only great Ingenuity on the part or the
invcntorH, but a tliorougli practical a» well as
theoretical knowledge oi mechanics, aconatlcs,
electricity ana musio. I (eel assured that their
success will be recognized by the ever-progressing
scientific searcher, ae well as by the amateur

t musician, aud am confident tnat in no other city
than our own will the invention meet with a more
speedy practical acknowledgment and demand.
The growth of an industry, the result of tuts invention,which seems inevitable, will no doubt
suggest to our business men to draw the inventors
to New VorK.
The instrument is already attracting an extraordinaryamount of public attention. The directors

oi the Philadelphia Academy or Music have care(ullystudied its different parts and recognize in
the organ something that leads them to consider
whether they had not bettor order one bailt lor
their orchestra. The motive power or the lnstru-
meut, too, is such that, while blending in perrect
harmony the horns, drums, flutes, liios, cymbals
and violins, it could at the same time be sub-
served to various other purposes. The battery which
really creates the music could with the proper con-
nect ions ring tho churcti bells and sound the steam
winsiies or every city in the Union af the same
moment, it could fire the artillery or the nation,
and In every particular fulfil all conditions ul Glluiore'swildest dream.

i here is nothing harsh or dissonant in tho tones
of this instrument. It plays witn tho grace, pre-
cision and exactness of tho oldest and best
schooled orcnestra. In ract, it is an orchestra
which can never slip or drop a note, because a
ftcudv current of electricity Is passing through all
the parts simultaneously, and electricity Is a naturallorco tnat cannot ever make u mistake.

Tin. IMTSMTOM
are two young men or liberal cultnre, while they
are thorough mechanics, practical theorists, and
lis will be readily seen gentlemen of remarkable
inventive genius. Tiielr instrument, not yet comdpleted. Is neither upon exhibition nor is it lor sale.
Hence i am giad to be tho iirat to give to the pubk"lie, but more particularly to the musical world, tUtt

e priuQipiea on wiuch it uas i»e?a oonatructQd,

AUSTRALIA. \
Protest Against the Transportation of

Convicts to the United States.

EToolish French Vigilanoo
at New Caledonia.

PROPOSED PA01TI0 CABLE ROUTES.

SYDNEY, July 4, 1874.
The reeling among all the better i-iass of citizens

lere Is in decided opposition to the recent schema
»roposed Tor ridding this colony or Its dangerous
Herniation. "Will America snumlt to become tbe
eceptacle or tbe lelons of New South Wales V*
*as a question asked by a member or Parliament ^
luring one of the recent acrimonious debates
irising out or the proposed exile or Gardiner and
us twenty-three associate bushrangers. Not
iince the nerloa when these fi#Hrmruiino<i t»nt a

jortlon of the colony under a reign of terror has
lie public mtnd been bo exercised upon any ques;ionof public policy as it baa been upon tins pro>ose<lact of clemency. Two thousand citizens of
Sydney have petitioned the Governor not to reeaseGardiner's gang, and a still more emphatic
irotest In the shape of an address irom the Leglsatureonly lound twenty-six dissentients, since
;he debate it was stated that during the present
rear forty-eight long-sentenced convicts had been
sxiled to America, so that in point or fact the
;allfornian line or steamers has been made to serve
he double purpose of mall boats and convict
ransports. It was stated that Sir Hercules Rob,
nson wonld not outrage public opinion by carryngout his proposed release or the yet Incarnatedbanditti. If he does It will be at the lorn
>f his office, or I am much mistaken in the chartcterof a wealthy member of Parliament who has «

pledged himself to bring the matter
beporb knolanp'8 paeliament and titbok*.
When this transport system was flrst inaugu

atedit was intimated to the authorities at
A'aahington, through yonr columns, and now it is *

is keel what steps have the United States governnunttaken to stop this importation of ruffians.
nonsters to whom tne "Sydney ducks," who la
oriner days the California Vigilance Committee
irere so partial, were novices In crime. The subectjust referred to prolonged the session of Parlamenta month longer than was intended, ana tt
was not until last Thursday week that His Excelencymade hiB second prorogation speech. As
usual, It was a string of meaningless platitudes.
it ting to terminate the longest and most resultless
session known in the history 01 the colony. Whea
t opened the position of the ministry was stronger
than any of their predecessors conld ever boast of.
\t its close they hud lost much ot their prestige,
iaw detection in the ranks of their supporters ana
Heard out of doors a general outcry against some '

jf their official acts. It is a most unrortuuate
thing for New South Wales that almost every j
Premier she has had has been a proiesslonal poll- \
Mclau, to whom office meant dally bread for self
ind family. There has only been one who could be
caLleu a man of Independent means, and he
became so disgusted at the everlasting strugglefor the loaves and fishes incidental to gov-
eminent department# uiat be retired in disgust, in
the sister colonies the opposite lias been the rale.
Francis, McOuiloch, Nicholson, O'Shannassy,
lleales, Preml"rs of Victoria, were all men of affluence,having leisure and means to devote to increasingthe prosperity of their adopted country.
These men placed it in the vau of Australian colonization,despite the aroater natural resources and
almost bonndless extent or territory to which the
parent colony could lay claim. They have worked
out the problem of responsible government with
the most gratifying results, while their Sydney
contemporaries have been trying "how not to do
1U»

PHK MCW REfllKB AT NKW CALEDONIA.
Paschal Qrousset, when lampooning M. Simon,

French Consul General at Sydney, lor his ill-timed t
attack on the Rochefort party, could hardly h.iv®
anticipated such a speedy conclusion to the official
career of his "untruthful" countryman as tnat
wuich resulted from the escape or the Communists.The same steamer that brought Admiral Klbouthere to investigate that matter took away M.>
Simon without receiving a single farewell deinonstrutlon,such as usually marks the departure of a
member of the uonsnlar corps. lilbout's advent
has established a new r4<rirnf at New Caledonia.
The coaat Is closely watched, and It is not Improbablethat tne reramtlv ovnkivl

OVEKZKALOl'.^NESS OP THE MAYAL OPFfCKBS
on the station wilt occasion tbe interchange ot
diplomatic correspondence betweeen 1'aris and
London. One case occurred recently and Das been
brought officially before tbe government of yueenslaud.A. labor-seeking vessel called the Chance,
belonging to tbat colo'rsy and having on board a
duly certified government official, called in at
Noumea, entered and cleared tbere in tbe regular
lorm. After leaving tbat port site took tue northernpassage to pass through tbe barrier reef, but
while doing so was compelled to anchor (or want
01 wind. A trench war steamer wis forthwith
dc.-'patctiert in cuase, tbe vessel was boarded. ,
seized and towed back to Noumea wbcre her
papers were again exumlned under protest, found
regular, and she was released with the intimation
that she must go to sea through the Dombea pas* '

only. Tho captain's application to be towed oh
(ar on bis course as be had been Illegally towed
back was treatod with contempt.

RIBOUT'S MISSION.
Nothing has yet transpired relative to the result

01 Ktbout's mission, more thau wnat has been
mentioned. It is, however, quite certain that if
the French government had courted the defuat of
his objoct they could not have adopted a more certainconrse of action than by announcing who
their special agent was and what he had to do. To
obtain any information of what is transpiring in the
Communist camp It will soon be necessary to hava
ingress to the Innermost circle or official life; yet
with all the increased surveillance and suppression
or current newB it has leaked out that in the early
part of last month a party or Communists were detectedin a cave constructing au open boat 1ft
which tliey purposed leaving the island, trusting
to be picked up by some passing vessel.

IN STATU QUO.
Nothing freah has transpired here regarding the

cession oi Fiji more than the receipt of despatches
lor Consul Layard. These have been forwarded br
a special war steamer, but as the Commodore still
remains at anchor in Sydney It is almost certain
that no instructions have yet arrived to take
formal possession, an official act strictly within hUk
province.

Tine PACIFIC CABLE EOtTTB.
After an ineffectual effort to take the first of th®

deep sea soundings lor the Sydney and New Zealandcable the discovery ship Challenger returned
to this port through stress of weather. Five day*
elapsed before she again resumed her work, tno
results of which are dally expected from New
Zealand. The other cable route, to wnicn sua
credit of the colony Is pledged, has been already
surveyed, and as goon as the contractors are ready
to lay it from Uanjo wangle to the dull of Carpentariathey will And Queensland government,
officials at the latter plaoe ready to receive It and
connect their land ilnes.

TliB GROWTH or Till COLONTKfl.
Government suitiatics lor the year ending 31st

March last, issued a lew days ago, give some interestingfacts lor home readers. At that date iha
colony had in round numbers a population of
6uo,ooo souls, owning 234,342 hogs. 828,014 horses,
2,710,342 head ot cattle and 19,928,590 sheep. Tna
acreage under crop was 4.'xt,s24 acres, of wbloti4,6Su>
were in vineyards, 9,070 of sugarcane, 16,639of
orchards and gardens, the balance under cereals
and green crops. The yield of the vineyards produced075,9M gallons of wine, 1,916 gallon* ot
brandy; tue cane crop, 14,627 cwt. or sugar.

ROBBERY N A SLEEPING CAR.

An Invasion of Hneak Thieves Cpoa
Slumbering Travellers.Who is ResponsibleI
Several communications nave been received by

the llKHAi.D irom persona who complain of a somewhatextraordinary robbery that too It place in a
Bl»«nln» /» » r u fn« «VAnlnarfl AfTO. Tfl® WfitOf®

state that In the train Iron) Buffalo, coming east,
on Friday night, and which left that city at twenty-fiveminutes past eight P. M., wito the Wagnersleeping coach "City of Niagara;" that
tills coach was fully occupied, aud that some
of the passengers retired before the train
reached Rochester. The passengers slate that
they are quite certain that the doors of
the sleeping coach were locked and that all wan <
secure wuen the train leit Kocnester. on leaving
Albany some or the passengers missed tlieir vests.
watches, chains, money and pocketbooks. Thej
Immediately made application to the porter, notifiedhim or their losses and inquired for the con*
uuctor. .The porter told them that the conductor
had left tho train at Albany. The only explanation
ontalnabie of this remarkable robbery was given
by tnc colored porter, who said that a number of
thieves irom the Saratoga races got on
the train at Kochester and in all prot>ubllltyloft It at Albany. The question
still remains nnanswered as to the mode by which
the thieves unlocked the doors 01 the cais. Th»
victims of this robbery seem to suspect certain
otllclals, who they think must have unlocked tn«
doors for the thieves. Now that tho matter is put J
so plainly by the victims, it will be the duty of to® *
railroad company to institute » rigid Inquiry.
Otherwise muoh of the pleasure and convenience
ot travelling in mcepiuu cit* yiu be dentruv«4.


